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Umjetnost u potrazi za svojim ja
Igor Josifov

Moj rad zasniva se na psihoanalizi kroz percepciju i iskustva svijeta i realnosti
kulture, morala i etike. Predmet mog rada ti¢e se smrti, gubitka, pronalazenja
sebe i drustvene kritike.

U mom radu, prvi i klju¢ni dio procesa predstavlja koncept; stoga, koristim
medijum i njegovu simboli¢nu funkciju da podrzim svoj koncept kao element.
Imajuci za sobom godine iskustva sa gotovo svim medijumima, dosao sam do
tacke gdje je najvazniji i primarni medijum moje tijelo.

Umjetnost performansa je najneposrednija forma umjetnosti koja mi kao um-
jetniku daje smisao u komunikaciji sa drustvom. Tijelo je uobicajeni objekat koji
ljudi povezuju sa idejama o sebi. Ja neprestano radim na istrazivanju fizickih i
mentalnih ograni¢enja svog bica u potrazi za umjetnickom transformacijom.

Molim Vas da pogledate opise projekata koje sam dao kako biste dobili detaljniju
sliku o tome kako je tijelo utkano u moj rad u toliko mnogo razli¢itih medijuma.

Na galerijskoj izlozbi Suodi se (Face It), tijelo koristim kako bih prenio iskustva
koja sam u djetinjstvu imao sa makedonskim drustvom. Prepravio sam kon-
jske naoc¢njake prilagodivsi ih ljudskoj glavi i prekrio ih sagorjelom ikonografi-
jom hris¢anske i muslimanske vjere. Kada su se ove dvije slike postavile jedna
naspram druge, tenzija u prostoru izmedu dvije vjere bila je vidljiva i opipljiva.

Tokom performansa Proces procis¢avanja (Purification process), iz tijela i uma
izbacujem uticaje iz proslosti, misljenja i moralne standarde drugih ljudi kao
metafora potrebe da se nade svoje istinsko bice.

U Prekinutoj umjetnosti (Art, Interrupted) tijelo postoji u o¢ima posmatraca jer
je, usljed nezgode, tijelo umjetnice (Renata G) sprijeceno da izvede perfor-
mans. Energija prostora postala je metafora za njeno tijelo i za to kako uticaj
njenog produzenog umjetnickog djelovanja dovodi ljude do introspektivhog
stanja u sebi.



ArtIn Search Of The |
Igor Josifov

My work is based on psychoanalysis through perception and experiences of
the world and the reality of culture, morals, and ethics. The subject of my work
deals with death, loss, finding the self, and social commentary.

In my work the concept is the first and most crucial part of the process and | use
the medium and its symbolic function to support my concept as an element.
Having years of experience with almost all mediums | have come to a level
where the most important and primary medium is my body.

Performance art is the most direct form of art that makes sense with me as an
artist in order to communicate with society. The body is a common subject for
people to connect with ideas of self. I'm continuously working on exploring
the physical and mental limitations of my being in the quest of artistic
transformation.

Please refer to the project descriptions | have enclosed for details about how
the body is a part of my work in so many different mediums.

In the gallery exhibition, “Face It/ the body is used to communicate my
childhood experiences with Macedonian society. | adapted horse blinders for
a human head and covered them with burned iconography of Christian and
Muslim religions. When these two images were installed facing each other,
the tension in the space between these two religions was visible and more
literal.

During the performance, “Purification process” I'm cleaning past influences,
other people’s opinions, and moral standards from the body and the mind as a
metaphor for a person’s need to find their true self.

In“Art, Interrupted,’the body exists in the eyes of the viewer because the artist’s
(Renata G) body was interrupted from doing a performance by an accident. The
energy of the space became a metaphor for her body and how the continued
influence of her artwork brings people inside to an introspective state.






Manumission / Oslobadanje (video still), 2008, Courtesy of the Artist and Toomey Tourell Gallery
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Indoctrination 2 / Indoktrinacija 2, burned paper / nagoreli papir
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